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I. Course Description 

Biology 1 is a laboratory science course that explores the study of living things, life characteristics, and 
life processes, and follows both the national and South Carolina science standards. This course examines the 
fundamental concepts of biology: biochemistry, plant and animal cell structure and function, classical and 
molecular genetics, heredity and DNA, evolution, and ecology. This course has a state-mandated End of 
Course Test (EOCT) in May which counts for 20% of the student’s final grade. 
  
Course Standards  
Standards can be found at: https://www.lexrich5.org/Domain/1791   or by visiting the SC Department of Education 
website: https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/science/standards/ 

 
II.      Instructional Goals  

Students will learn practical scientific skills, which they can use to investigate, study, analyze, and explain the 
world around them. 

 
• Students will develop a deeper understanding of how biology impacts their daily lives. 
 
• Each student will aim to achieve a passing score of 60% or higher on the End of Course Test (EOCT) for 

High School Biology. 
 
• Teacher will encourage the spirit of scientific investigation and with it the attitudes of accuracy in thought 

and work. 
 
III.     Fees & Explanation 

Fees have been waived for this course. 
 

IV.     Textbook, Supplemental Resources, Supplemental Reading(s) 
Glencoe, Biology 

 
V.      Other Requirements 

Students will need: a composition notebook (100 pages, bound, any design), pencils, and laboratory goggles.  A 
school Chromebook is also required and needs to be brought to class, fully charged, each day. 

 
 VI.   Major curricular topics/ Instructional Organization 

First Nine Weeks: lab safety and techniques, biochemistry, cell structure and function 
 
Second Nine Weeks: photosynthesis, cellular respiration, cell cycle and mitosis, meiosis 
 
Third Nine Weeks: genetics, DNA, RNA 
 
Fourth Nine Weeks: evolution, ecology, reproductive health 
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Instructional organization will include: cooperative learning, lecture and note-taking, group work, individual work, 
demonstrations, discussions, and labs. It will be important for students to attend class and keep up with 
the assignments in order to maximize success in this class. 
 

VII.   Course Grading Policies, Assessments, & Procedures 
Grades will be based upon performance on tests, quizzes, classwork, notebooks, labs, projects and 
participation. Assignments will be penalized if not turned in by the due date. Late work may not be 
accepted if the test covering the material has already been administered. Extra credit is not offered and is not 
necessary if students are doing the assigned work on time. Extra credit points may be available on tests. 
 
Grades are based upon the standard scale: A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F = 59 and below. 
 
Quarter grades will be calculated based upon total points, with the following guidelines: 

Tests / Projects / Quizzes:  50% 
Classwork / Labs / Notebook / Homework / Participation:  50% 

 
To determine the semester and year grades the following formulas will be used: 

First Semester Second Semester 
Quarter 1   40% Quarter 3   50% 
Quarter 2   40% Quarter 4   50% 
Semester 1 Exam   20%  

 
The final course grade is determined by the following formula: 

Semester 1   40% Semester 2   40% EOCT    20% 
 

Exam exemption is offered for students who have excellent attendance. Eligibility criteria and procedures are 
provided in the student handbook and in class meetings. For those students choosing an exemption, student's exam 
grade will be entered as the average of the two nine weeks grades.  

 
NOTE: Students are NOT permitted to exempt the EOCT. Rules regarding mid-term exemptions in 
EOC classes are still being determined at press time. All rules, as determined by IHS and the district, will 
be followed in this course. 

 
Bell work: Bell work will begin each class. Students are meant to be seated and beginning bell work as soon as the 
bell rings. The assignments are meant to prepare students for class and to reinforce concepts. 
  
Homework: Supplementary reading from the textbook will occasionally be assigned. Most work is intended to be 
classwork. If, however, the classwork is not finished during the class period, it will need to be finished as 
homework. 
  
Quizzes: Quizzes will be given - both announced and unannounced. It is expected that the student be current with 
their classwork and reading in order for optimal performance on quizzes. 
  
Labs: Laboratory experiments will be conducted and are an integral part of this course. Students are expected to 
participate and adhere to all laboratory rules at all times, as safety is essential. 
  
Tests:  Tests are given at the conclusion of each unit. The tests will be announced in advance and, in most cases, a 
review sheet will be provided.  

 
VIII.  Absences and Make-Up Policies  

Students will be permitted to make-up work missed due to an absence. If the student misses 1 day, the make-up 
work must be completed within 2 school days. If the student misses 2 or more consecutive days, the make-up work 



 

 

must be completed within 5 school days. If circumstances dictate that the material which had been missed requires 
more time to be made up, the teacher will have the discretion to extend the deadline. 
 
Students who miss a test, quiz, or other class work due to an absence will need to make up the work after school or 
at a time agreed upon with the teacher within five days of returning to school.  If at all possible, a test or other major 
assignment missed due to a prearranged absence should be completed before the absence occurs.  
 
Students are strongly encouraged to record all assignments, dates, and grades.  Absent students are expected to 
contact the teacher or a classmate to collect the assignments they miss.  Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility 
to ensure that all work, especially assignments missed due to an absence, is completed in a timely manner. 

 
IX.    Academic Assistance and Suggestions for Success 

Academic assistance is available after school on Mondays and Thursdays from 3:45-4:15 PM, or by appointment. 
Additionally, students may use the time provided during the school day, Extended Learning Time (ELT), to receive 
academic assistance.  

 
  X.    Classroom Expectations/ Classroom Management Plan  

Classroom Rules 
1.    Be respectful - of yourself, your peers, your teacher, and your surroundings 
2.    Remain seated and on task 
3.    Follow instructions the first time they are given 
4.    Use electronic devices appropriately (phones off and away, Chromebooks used only as instructed) 
5.    Follow all school-wide rules  
 
Consequences 
1.    Warning 
2.    Private student-teacher conference to discuss the behavior 
3.    Teacher-issued detention; contact parent/guardian 
4.    Referral to an administrator 

Note: If a student risks the safety of anyone in the classroom, he or she must be removed 
from class and sent to an administrator immediately. 

 
Chromebook expectations: 
Each student will be expected to have their Chromebook with them on a daily basis.  Their Chromebook should be 
charged.  Students who do not have a charged Chromebook in class may be referred to their administrator for 
disciplinary action.  Please make sure you have your Chromebook every day. 
 
cell phone policy: 
Cell phones will not generally be allowed in the classroom and may not be used in lieu of the Chromebook. 
The teacher may allow students to use their cell phones for academic purposes such as photographing lab apparatus. 
If a student is using his or her phone at a time that is designated as a no phone time, the student will be given an 
envelope to put the phone in and keep at his or her desk.  The phone must stay in the envelope for the entire period. 
If the phone is removed from the envelope, parents will be called.  Periodic “tech breaks” may be provided during 
class.  Phones in envelopes may not be removed for the tech break. Continued violations of the cell phone policy 
will result in a discipline referral. 

 
turning in assignments: 
Assignments are to be brought to class completed. They will be collected upon arrival. Students are responsible for 
placing their completed assignment in the basket provided. Electronic assignments will be submitted via Google 
Classroom by the due date and time to receive full credit. Late work is given a grade of 60. This will be lowered if 
incomplete or of poor quality.  



 

 

absences: 
Absences can be very detrimental to student learning in high school. As a result, attendance is paramount to success. 
However, sometimes absences can not be avoided. Per school rules, students have 2 days to complete missing 
assignments after returning to school from a one day absence, 5 days to complete work from a two or more day 
absence. After this grace period, points will be deducted per the late work policy. Assignments can be found daily 
on Google Classroom. One hard copy will be set aside for each missing student to be retrieved upon return, 
Additional copies can be downloaded from Google Classroom. I encourage students with extenuating circumstances 
to communicate with me if deadlines will be a problem. I am more than willing to work with a student to adjust 
deadlines before they have been missed, but will hold the student accountable after the deadlines have passed. 

  
arrival and departure procedures: 
Students are to be in the classroom when the bell rings, actively beginning their bell work assignment as 
communicated on the SMARTboard. They should attend to getting out their supplies, sharpening pencils, and quick 
rest-room breaks (with permission) during this brief transition time. Tardy students should arrive with a pass and 
join the class in progress with minimal disruption. At the end of class, students are expected to remain seated until 
dismissed by the teacher. This allows for reminders and closure of the lesson. 
  
group work: 
Students are seated in groups in the classroom, complete laboratory experiments in groups, and often complete 
classwork and games in groups. It is expected that students abide by groupings (without complaint!), contribute to 
group efforts, follow all group rules, and maintain respect for their groupmates. If circumstances make certain 
pairings difficult for a student, private consultation with the teacher is encouraged. Oftentimes issues can be worked 
out or, if warranted, new groupings can be assigned. 
  
restroom breaks: 
Requests for restroom breaks can be one of the most disruptive actions in a high school classroom. As such, rules 
must be in place to allow for optimum learning experiences for all students at all times. Students have 6 minutes 
between classes. Often this is sufficient time for them to take care of their needs. I also allow students to use the 
restroom during the transition at the beginning of class, provided that they arrive on time and check in with me first. 
Once class has begun, however, students are expected to remain in class. For instructional purposes, students are not 
permitted to leave the room during the first or last 15 minutes of class. If the need arises between those two times, 
students may use one of their 3 hall passes (per quarter). If the student does not have a hall pass, they may still use 
the restroom, but must complete a brief assignment for missing class. At the end of the quarter, each hall pass a 
student still possesses is worth 5 bonus points on a test grade. (15 bonus points max). 
  
communication: 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. Email is the most efficient way to contact me. Please 
be advised that teacher phone extensions go straight to voicemail during the instructional day. 
  

 
XI.    Honor Code 

In order to foster an environment of mutual trust & respect, we believe, within the community of School District 5 of 
Lexington & Richland counties, each individual should accept the personal responsibility to exhibit & promote 
academic & social integrity. (Policy IKABA) The Academic Honesty Policy is implemented to ensure students 
submit credible work that is evident of their content mastery. Students should complete their own work and be 
evaluated based upon its originality. Every effort should be made to avoid academic dishonesty and misconduct in 
all its forms, including plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, cheating, and other academic misconduct.  


